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Senior Schooling Glossary – OP Year 12 2019 

To Strive is to Grow 

 

Student Education Profile 
This profile is a series of documents you receive on completing Year 12.  After completing Year 12, you will receive 

a Queensland Certificate of Education (or Senior Statement), a School Exit Statement, and on request, a school 

reference.  If you are eligible for an OP you will also receive a Tertiary Entrance Statement. 

School Exit Statement 
The school issues the Exit Statement which contains similar information to a school report.  Students who leave 

before the end of Year 12, but who have completed a least one semester of Year 11/12 study, may request an exit 

statement.  (Students transferring to another school are not entitled to an exit statement) 

Queensland Certificate of Education / Senior Statement 
This is a qualification, which replaces the old Senior Certificate. Changes to the Year 12 certification process 

resulted from extensive consultation with interest groups across Queensland.    

Students, who do not meet the new standards, will be awarded a Senior Statement.  This statement will be more 

like the old Senior Certificate and will list all the subjects students have studied regardless of the level of 

achievement gained. 

The QCE is a formal record of your achievement, which indicates 

you have met the required standards.  Information on how to 

achieve the required amount of study,  has been provided in a 

separate handout in your subject selection information pack. 

Alternately this information is available online at 

http://qsa.qld.edu.au and follow the prompts. 

Students who don't achieve a QCE at the end of Year 12 are able 

to continue banking achievements with the QSA until they have 

completed sufficient study at the required standard to be awarded 

their certificate. 

All students, regardless of whether or not they have achieved a 

QCE, will receive a Senior Statement at the end of Year 12. 

 

 

http://qsa.qld.edu.au/


 

For students completing Year 12 from 2020 

About the QCE 

The QCE is Queensland’s senior secondary schooling qualification.  It is internationally recognised and provides 

evidence of senior schooling achievements. 

The flexibility of the QCE means that students can choose from a wide range of learning options to suit their interests 

and career goals.  Most students will plan their QCE pathway in Year 10 when choosing senior courses of study during 

the SET Plan interview.  The school will help them develop their individual plan and a QCAA learning account will be 

opened. 

To receive a QCE, students must achieve the set amount of learning, at the set standard, in a set pattern, while meeting 

literacy and numeracy requirements.  The QCE is issued to eligible students when they meet all the requirements.  

QCE requirements 

As well as meeting the below requirements, students must have an open learning account before starting the QCE, 

and accrue a minimum of one credit from a Core course of study while enrolled at a Queensland school. 

 

More information 

For more information about the QCE requirements, see the following factsheets which are available on the QCAA 

website at www.qcaa.qld.edu.au. 

 QCE credit and duplication of learning 

 QCE credit: completed Core requirement 

 QCE literacy and numeracy requirement 
 

 

http://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/


 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Changes to senior schooling in Queensland 

Senior schooling in Queensland is changing to help give students the skills for success in work and life in the future.  

Across senior subjects, students will acquire 21st century skills to support them as lifelong learners, valued employees, 

innovators and engaged global citizens. 

Under the new QCE system, students can still choose from a wide range of subjects and courses to suit their work and 

study goals.  Assessment will change in QCAA General subjects, with the introduction of common external assessments. 

From 2020, there will also be a new way to rank students who wish to apply for University.  The Australian Tertiary 

Admission Rank (ATAR) will be used to rank eligible Year 12 graduates, rather than the Overall Position (OP).  ATARs 

will be calculated and issued by the Queensland Tertiary Admission Centre (QTAC).  Visit QTAC for details:  

www.qtac.edu.au/for-schools/atar-information. 

Senior Education Profile 

Queensland students receive a Senior Education Profile from the QCAA when they complete Year 12.  All students 

receive a statement of results, which is a transcript of their learning account.  Eligible students also receive either a 

QCE or QCIA.  Students who are not eligible for the QCE at the end of Year 12 will continue to accrue credit and will 

receive an updated statement of results and a QCE when eligible. 

http://www.qtac.edu.au/for-schools/atar-information

